





“AZUMI ONLY KILLS TO FULFIL HER MISSIONS . 
SHE EVEN HAD TO LOSE A DEAR ONE BY HER 
OWN SWORD. SHE IS SO PURE AND IT IS TOO 

CRUEL. | WAS STRUCK BY AZUMI WHO LIVES 
EARNESTLY EVEN THOLIGH CONFLICTED.” 
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EXPOSURE 

















Because | ( 
DRUGGED \ y 
Hime {| 

























































































y Ni HE THINKS THAT L 


a 








You see, | 
\ ‘ { SAYO-SAN, 
/ \ CHIYOzZ6 ™ 


aN 
SOT: 


REALISE THAT 
HOOOOH \ HE WAS GIVEN A 








SLEEPING 


























DRAUGHT. 



































EVEN THOUGH ‘ 
HE WAS TRYING 
VIGILANTLY 


































































































\ 
HE’S ASHAMED... AND HE’S HE FELL / 
BLAMING HIMSELF... ASLEEP. | 
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A-AND SHE FACED HARUMASA, 
DEFEATED TOMONORI, JoZAN 
AND SHIKANOSUKE 

AT THE SAME 


TIME... FOUR 
ie 
t 1” 





SHGGUN 
AND HIGH 
PRIEST 


SHE SAID THAT 
SHE CAME 
HERE ONLY 


SOLEMNLY 
PROMISE 
THIS!! 


AREN'T THOSE 
FOUR... OUR ELITE 
FENCERS... ? 


IS THE MAIN 
ENVOY 
ENTRUSTED BY 
THE SHOGUNATE 
TO RETRIEVE 


KUNICHIYO-SAMA. 


OUR FIEF 
WON'T BE 
EXTINGUISHED!! 
THEY WON’T 
DESTROY IT!! 
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bE | THEY WILL \f IF WE GIVE 
ese KEEP THEIR KUNICHIYO- 
(Ge PROMISE FOR SAMA 
2 SURE!! BACK, 


SHE EVEN 
PROCLAIMED 
THAT SHE HAS 
THE STRENGTH 


AND THEN, THESE 
FOUR MEN... OUR 
FIEF’S ELITE 
FENCERS... 





IF WE RETURN 


KUNICHIYO-SAMA, 
THEY WON'T 
DESTROY OUR 
FIEF!? 


WERE DEFEATED BY 
HER IN AN INSTANT, 
SHOWING A STRENGTH 
ON A COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT LEVEL!! 


YOU SAY THAT THIS 
YOUNG GIRL MADE THE 
SHOGUN AND HIGH 
PRIEST TENKAI 


ie 


B= * 


WHAT... 
NONSENSE... 





DOGS OUT 
THERE, ONE 
OF YOUR 
COMRADES!? 


BUT... COMING TO 
ATTACK, AIMING TO 
TAKE YOUR LIFE, 
TAKENOBU-SAMA, 
THAT WAS... 


THEIR 
{ INTENTION 


| DON’T KNOW THEMI!! | REALLY 
DON’T KNOW THAT GROUP OR WHO 
THEY ARE, NOR THE REASONS 
BEHIND WHAT THEY DID. 





THE ONE 
CURRENTLY IN 


OF THE 
REMAINING 


THEN, WHO 
ARE THE ONES 
IN BLACK WITH 
THE “GENBU’ 

TATTOO!? 








fy 


| LIKE THE 
TEMPLE | AM 
SOJOURNING IN, 
IN THIS FIEF, VERY 
MUCH. IF | CAN BE 
OF USE AS A 
MEDIATOR, | 
WON'T MIND THE 
IDEA OF 


BOTH THE EMPEROR 
AND KONCHIIN 
SUDEN-SAMA SAID 
SOMETHING SIMILAR 
TO ME. 





THAT GIRL WHO 
CARRIED THE 
SHOGUN’S LETTER... 


WAS CONFIRMED TO 
HAVE COME TO TAKE 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA BACK 
ON HIGH PRIEST 
TENKAI’S ORDERS. 


AND WHO AMBUSHED = 
AND KILLED MANY OF = THESE ENVOYS 
OUR NINJA AT THEIR gaat = FROM HIGH 





AZUMI, 
ATTACHED TO WHO ARE THEY ALL HAVE A 
HIGH PRIEST THIS sek “GENBU’ TATTOO 
TENKAI, SAYS GROUP!? INSCRIBED ON 
THAT SHE | THEIR BACKS... 
DOES NOT 
KNOW THEM 


wuo you W THEN... | THOUGHT 
Ps is a | KNOW WHO SAID TO BE THAT, YOU, 
er THEY AREI? NOT ON KYEGOKU-SAMA, 
fos GOOD Terms \ ATTACHED TO 
a. WITH HIGH 2 KONCHIIN 
Priest SUDEN-SAMA, 
TENKAl, 


THIS GROUP OF MEN DO YOU HAVE 
WITH THE “GENBU” ANY IDEA WHO 
TATTOO ON THEIR 

BACKS, Is!? 












AFTER ALL, 
v{ VE ONLY 
JUST COME 
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aan TATTOO! 


RaaQn 
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THERE’S 
NOTHING 
STRANGE 
ABOUT IT. 


GIVE ME AN | > 
EXPLANATION 
A 


WE UNDOUBTEDLY DID 
FIGHT AGAINST THAT 
GIRL AND THE 
OTHERS... AGAINST 
TENKAI’S ENVOYS... 


> WHYI? Way 


DID YOU WAGE 
AN ATTACK 
ON OUR 

2 SHINOBI 





BUT IT 
WASN’T Us. 


BY TENKAI’S GANG WHO 
SCHEMED TO PUT FALSE 
ACCUSATIONS UPON US. 


THE TENKAI 
FACTION IN 
THIS LAND HAS 
ALREADY 


IT SEEMS THAT 
YOUR SHINOBI 
WERE ATTACKED 
AT NIGHT BY A 


| No. 


mer WITHOUT A 


DOUBT IT 
WAS DONE 


WHEN 
DRESSED IN 
BLACK, THEY 

LOOK LIKE THE 
SAME GROUP. 


$0, THE DISPUTE 
BETWEEN THE 
KONCHIIN 
SUDEN-SAMA 
FACTION AND 





IT IS TENKAI WHO PLOTTED 

THE SUPPRESSION OF THIS 

FIEF AND FORFEITURE OF 
ITS LANDI! 


KUNICHIYO- 
SAMA. 


HAS NOT THE LEAST 


INTENTIONS TO COMPLY 


WITH THE DEMANDS OF 
THIS FIEF 


LISTEN!! 
THE 
FUNDAMEN 
TAL POINT 
IS THAT 


TENKAI’S 
FACTION, 
THAT WANTS. 
TAKECHIYO- 
SAMA AS 
THIRD 
SHOGUN, 





HE WANTS 
YOU TO 
THINK THAT 


HE WILL 
ACCEPT THE 
DEMANDS OF 
THIS FIEF IF 
YOU RETURN 
KUNICHIYO- 

SAMA 
SAFELY!! 


THIS IS THE 
VITAL POINT 
THAT YOU 
MUST NOT 
MISCALCULATE! 


BECAUSE THIS 
IS ALL TENKAI’S 
UNREASONABLE 
PLAN TO BEGIN 
WITH, 


=~ 


a 4 


\ 
| 
| 


LT 


“nn 


THE SHOGLUN, 
AND KONCHIIN 
SODEN-SAMA 
TOO, WANT 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA 
AS THIRD 
SHGGUN. 


| WONDER... 

WHO IS THIS 

FIEF’S REAL 
ALLY... ? 





sb 
ge 
a 
wee 
a 
Fog 
Rr 





ILL FORGIVE 
THEIR REBELLION 
WITH THE DEATHS 
OF THE 
RINGLEADERS!! 


AND RESCUE 
KUNICHIYO 
SAFELY, | 

PROMISE YOU!! 


ATTACK NOR 
SUPPRESS 
THAT FIEF/! 


1 WON'T 
CRUSH ITH! 


AZUMI, IF 
YOU KILL THE 


ILL ENTER 
THAT FIEF 


AZUMI, IF YOU CAN 
KILL THE 
RINGLEADERS AND 
ASSURE 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA’S 
SAFETY 





IF you 
KILL THE 
RINGLEADERS 


| MUST 
RESCUE 
KUuNICHIYO- 


WITH THE 

DEATHS 

OF THE 
RINGLEADERS 





1, ALL THE 
PEOPLE... 
PRESENT HERE... 








HAVING WILL | BE 
TO FIGHT 
THEM? 
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_~GHAPTER 2: 
SREANKING OUT 


SHE WANTED TO 
BE ALLOWED TO 
GO MEET AND 
TALK TO HIM... 
AND TAKENOBU 





AGREED. 








WHAT SHOULD | 
DO WHEN | AM 
NOT ABLE TO 

CONTACT You!? 


AZUMI SAID TO 
TAKENOBL THAT 
IF TENKAI HAD 
ALREADY 
ARRIVED IN A 
NEIGHBOURING 














BUT BECAUSE IN ADVANCE OF V1 NeoRM 
YOU DON’T KNOW YOUR Ht) THE 
THEIR FACES... — w\ WHEREABOUTS, spies 
A 







































































Lill Nr, 




















AND FROM i ‘i YOU SHOULD 
WHERE d " GIVE THEM 
SOME KIND 


SHOULD | q 
SIGNALI? | af f OF SIGNAL, 


AND THE SPIES WELL, AFTER 
WILL FIND YOU & YOU SIGNAL, YOU 
SHOULD WALK 
TO A CROWDED 
PLACE 


SOMETHING. 

THAT COULD 
CHANGE 

b, SHAPE AND 
FORM 





TO BE SURE THAT THE 
SPIES WHO APPROACH 
YOU ARE NOT 
IMPOSTERS, YOU WILL 
NEED A PASSWORD. 


i) UHM... A 
PASSWORD... 





HA HA HA HA, 
THE MOMENT | 
SAID THAT I'D 


BURST INTO 


LAUGHTER. 

























Qs | WONDER 

\ ABOUT Sa 

‘Ni s +: THAT... =) 

Rio) ae =~ 
Wy FS <a 


> yp + 
i “% 7 S 
} 2 ; 
[h =A c. 





















































A NOTIFICATION 
FROM TAKENOBU 
WAS QUICKLY 
SPREAD AROUND 


AZUMI AND 
THE 
OTHERS 
WERE ABLE 
TO EASILY 


THE CHECK 
POINTS, 
CROSSING 
THE BORDER 


TENKAI 
HAD 
ALREADY 
ARRIVED. 





HANDSOME 


TOBIZARU!! 


HOW’RE THE 
WOUNDS ON 
YOUR CHEST 
AND THIGH? 











WAS CHIYOZ6 OF 
ANY USE OR DID 
HE SLOW YOU 

DOWN? 


> HE GREATLY HELPED Me!! 
AND WE HAVE EVEN 
LEARNT A FINGER 
SPEAKING LANGUAGE. IT’S 
\ ALMOST LIKE HAVING A 
NORMAL CONVERSATION!! / 


/ 
ane 
y 


SS 
































YES... THE PLAN TO 
REMAIN UNDERCOVER AS 
A STREET PERFORMER 
AND TAKE KUNICHIYO- 
SAMA OUT OF THE 


CASTLE HAS 
BECOME 
COMPLETELY Vine 
UNWORKABLE. 


MEANS THAT THE \=————e 


PLAN HAS BEEN 
COMPROMISED, 
RIGHTI? 


THIS 
SITUATION... 
WHERE YOU 
COME TO ME 

FOR 


























YOU ALSO 
must NoT\S 
Take... | 


PLEASE!! CAN YOU DO 
ME THE FAVOUR TO 


| KUNICHIYO-SAMA 
pro. WILL BE FREED 
angel! SAFELY FOR 


SURE! 








7 IF THEY GIVE 
7) KUNICHIYO-SAMA 


BACK, YOU WILL NOT 
DESTROY THEIR FIEF. 











| KNOW VERY 
WELL THAT 
THIS IS AN 
IMPUDENT 
CONDITION, 





ABSO- IF you 
LUTELY!! AGREE TO 
IT, 
































WE TRY TO KEEP 
THIS MATTER A 
HOW- 


WESTERNMOST %, 
TOZAMA DAIMYG SECRET... THE 
WILL REACH THE TRUTH THAT THE EVER 
EARS OF THE SHOGUN’S SON WAS | MUCH 
OTHER DAIMYG IN 
THE COUNTRY... 


IN THE END, 
THIS WILL 
SPREAD AND 
BECOME A 
KNOWN 





\EASURES AGAINST A 
HIM, WHAT DO DAIMYS WHO. 
YOU THINK RETURNED THE 
WILL HAPPEN SHOGUN’S SON AFTER 
A CHANGE OF MIND 


AND FORGAVE 


DON’T SAY 


UNREASON- 
ABLE THINGS, 
AZUMI! 


RINGLEADER 
MUST TAKE \— 
RESPONSIBILITY "My 


WHEN THAT 
TIME COMES... 
AND IT 
BECOMES 
WIDELY KNOWN 
OUT THAT THE 
SHOGUNATE 


THE TOKUGAWA 
RULE CAN'T 
MANTAIN THE 
NATIONAL PEACE 
THAT WAY. 





























JUST UNTIL Nf 
KUNICHIYO- 





YOU ARE 
NOT 
SOMEONE 
WHO WOULD 
DECEIVE 
PEOPLE WIT 
SUCH LIES. 


WHy DID SHOGUN 5 
HIDETADA-SAMA WANT TO 
DIMINISH THAT FIEF TO 
BEGIN WITHI?- 








= = 


REOVOSSOTESTE 


ONE AFTER |= 
THE OTHER 
SINCE A LONG 





jos tar \) THAT THE FIEF HAS 
Rumours THAT 
THEY PURCHASED BEEN SECRETLY  » RE- 
A SHIP LoapeD J TRADING WITH PORTS 
WITH CANNONS SHOGU)| FOREIGN COUNTRIES, J SAY 
FROM A FOREIGN NATE. | TRADES EXPRESSLY Jf 
| COLINTRY AND Yi; 
B) CONCENTRATED 2 
—~S= 


THEIR EFFORTS 


ON BUILDING 
UP THEIR 


TOTTroIre 
iRERRRRRBRERTE 





YOU ARE 


a r =| SAYING TO 
EXAMINE EVERY 3 an : HAVE THE 


NOOK AND fos 9 / ae Lex © snocunate)| See! 


CRANNY 


IF, MAKING 

THEM DO A 

THOROUGH 
EXAMINATION, 


DEMONSTRATE 
THAT YOU 
HAVEN’T DONE 
SECRET TRADES 
OR BOOSTED 
YOUR MILITARY 
FORCES... 





TENKAI-SAMA 

SAID THAT... HE 

WILL PERSUADE } | 
BOTH THE {| 


SHGGUN AND 
THE CABINET 


OFFICIALS. 










THE SHOGUNATE HAS 
KNOWN ABOUT OUR 
“SECRET” FORBIDDEN 
FOREIGN TRADING SINCE 

















: iil 





TO THINK THAT A YOUNG 
GIRL COULD SURPRISE ME 
$O MUCH AND MAKE ME 
FEEL THRILLED... THE 
WORLD SURE IS A BIG 
PLACE!! 





You, WHO 
SHOULD'VE BEEN 
BORN AND THEN 
RAISED BY YOUR 

FOREIGN FATHER... 


| ABSOLUTELY WANT 
TO HEAR THE 
DETAILS ABOUT HOW 
YOU CAME TO BE 
LIKE THIS!! 


IT’S THE 
SAKE YOU 


WHY ON EARTH DOES 
A WOMAN LIKE YOU 
EXIsTi? 








| AM HONESTLY 
SURPRISED BY 
HOW VERY 
POPULAR YOU 
ARE, TAKENOBL- 


TAKENOBU-SAMA, 


THEY WOULD GLADLY 3 
Be GIVE THEIR LIVES FOR 





— 


— 








| AM SURE THAT ALL OF 
YOUR VASSALS WOULD 
FIGHT TO THE END... 





WHAT 
SHOULD | DO 
TO AVOID A 
FIGHT WITH 
THE 


SHOGUN’S 
ARMY AND 
THE DEATH 
IN BATTLE 
OF MY 





WOULD YOU 
THINK 
TOGETHER 
WITH ME AND 
GIVE ME YOUR 
ADvIcE!? 











WHAT DO 
YOU SAY, VASSALS? IS 
THERE A WAY 
WE CAN GO 
ON LIVING 
HAPPILY? 





CHAPTER 3 
FRESH NEW TROOPS 





TIP OF THE ENEMY |. 7 oo. 
SWORD CAN'T REACH })/ 77 
YOU. 











i AND TO BEGIN Py 
WITH, THE ENEMY a YOU CAN’T REALLY 


Mi WILL Be CONFUSED LF DEFEND AGAINST THAT... | 
BY THERE EVEN EVEN IF YOU DEFEND 
BEING SUCH AGAINST THE FIRST 










ts i ee PS / 
bs | A 


' IT TOOK ME 

| h TIME AND 
TROUBLE TO 
} MAKE THEM... 


| WANT TO I'D LIKE TO BE 
CLIMB THE WANT IT RECOGNISED!! 
RANKS FAST!! TOO... I'D LIke TO BE 
¥, NOTICED By 
HIM!! 


IF SOMEONE 
ELSE WERE TO 
TAKE THE 
ACHIEVEMENT 
OF KILLING 
AZUMI, 


WE WILL BE 
NEVER 
NOTICED BY 
KYOGOKU- 


WHy DON’T 
WE THREE 
GO KILL 
AZUMII? 


DON’T YOU 
WANT TO 


TO DO THAT, 
WE MUST KILL 
AZUMI 
OURSELVES! 








Hl 


KAGEI-SAMA, 
SHION-SAMA 
‘AND 
GORA-SAMA 
ARE HERE! 


THEY MUST 

HAVE BEEN 

SUMMONED 
BY KYOGOKU- 






























































KYOGOKU-SAMA MUST 
INTEND TO COMPLETELY, 
ANNIHILATE THE 
WARRIOR MONKS OF 
TENKAI’S ARMY. 


WHAT!? 


< KAGEI-SAMA 


AND THE 
OTHERS 
HAVE... 





”~™” - ay? x 
! a 
Hey!! LeT’s 
Me . GO KILL 
A AZUMI!! 
7 Now!! 
IF WE DON’T, SHE'LL t 


BE KILLED BY 
KAGEI-SAMA AND 
THE OTHERS, 





WE MUST GET 
RECOGNISED BY 
KyoGoku-sama!l! 


ALL 
RIGHT!! 
Let’s 
co!! 


LET’S GET HER  OH!! ONE OF 

WHEREABOUTS THE SCOUTS 

OUT OF HIM!! HAS JUST 
COME BACK!! 





KNOWING IF 9 
SHE’LL COME 
OR NOT!? 


WE COULD EVEN GO U IT SEEMS THAT 
AND ENTER THE AZUMI TOOK HER 
{ CASTLE SAYING THAT BELONGINGS FROM A 
I WE'RE KYOGOKU- RETAINER’S HOUSE 
SAMA‘S SAMURAI AND SPENT LAST 
ATTENDANTS, NIGHT AT THE 


| PREFER TO WAIT 
HERE FOR WHEN 
SHE GOES TO 
MEET THOSE 
CHILDREN. 





T 
Y,] 


\COME TODA’ 


IF SHE 
DOESN’ 


BE 
gs 
a 








THATS WHY WE MUST GIVE 
HER SALVATION, AND NOT 
LET HER FALL INTO HELL!! 


YOU TWO WILL KILL 
THAT MONSTER WITH 
THE WARPED FACE. 


ANYWAY, AZUMI IS 
CUTE, EH?... A 


RIGHT!! 
SHE'S 
BEAUTI- 
FULI! 





WE'LL KILL THAT 
MONSTER AND 
JOIN... IT IMMEDIATELY 
WILL COME AND HELP 
ALREADY 


KYOUGOKU-SAMA = ANYWAY, EVEN 
DOESN'T THOUGH WE 
CONSIDER US POSSES 
STRONG 
BUJUTSU, 








We WERE EVEN LEFT 
BEHIND =IN THE PLAN 
TO ATTACK HER THAT 


BUT WE HAVEN'T 
BEEN GIVEN A 
CHANCE TO PROVE 





ree My 
WE COULDN'T GE’ 


INTO THE GROUP 


THAT KEPT WATCH i 


OVER HER AND 
ATTACKED HER 
By ALONG THE WAY. 
OR THE GROUP 
THAT ATTACKED 


We’VE BEEN 
ALWAYS 
TRAINED IN OUR 
BUJUTSU 
DILIGENTLY... 


THE ONLY WAY WE HAVE 
TO BE NOTICED BY 
KYOGOKU-SAMA AND 
CLIMB THE RANKS, IS TO 
ACHIEVE SOMETHING 
ACTING ON OUR OWN!! 








YOU KNOW VERY 
WELL HOW MUCH « 





FIENDISH 
GORA- 
SAMA, 


I'M ITCHING TO 
TEST MY 
ABILITIES 


IF | THINK ABOUT 
THE PRACTICE 
PERIOD AND ALL 
THAT HELLISH 
TRAINING WE 
RECEIVED 


FUN, IT’S 
LIKE IT’S 
HEAVEN!! 





TO THAT 
BEAUTY 
AZuMI!! 


AND I’M ALSO 


EXCITED THAT [Zig 


THE FIRST 
SALVATION | 


GIVE WILL BE 








: YOU WILL BE 
INSTEAD, YOU'LL BE |] peeriNep FoR IF YOU GO ON 


SAVED BY OUR LIVING AS YOU 
SWORDS OF TORMENT, DO NOW, 
JUSTICE SUFFERING IN ) 
HELL FOREVER! 





THE GROUP 
THAT HAVE 
THE “GENBL’ 
Ss TATTOO ON 


How DID B | WHY DID YOU 
YOU KNOW { 2)\, AMBUSH ME 


THAT I... 


HAVE YOU DONE 

SOMETHING TO 

KANTA AND THE 
OTHERS? 

















CHIYOZO, DO 


YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
f? 













































































CHAPRERVE 
Le , (A RWIBIR 














































































































































































































































































































LIKE WHEN THEY 
POINTED A KATANA 


SO FROM X% 
TODAY WELL 


THE CASTLE 
TOGETHER! y 


IN ORDER TO 
KILL ME AND 
CHIYOZ6... 


IT WITH 
PEKKUMA 


THEY COULD 
Kay EMPLOY A 


| DIRTY TACTIC Wei? 


LIKE USING 
YOU... 


AND HE SAID TO. 
BRING YOU, KANTA, 
AND ALL THE 
OTHERS INTO THE 
CASTLE... HE’LL GIVE 
YOU SHELTER. 





WE'LL BE 
TOGETHER 
AGAIN FROM 





ISA 
BEAUTIFUL 
ROOM! 





YOU CAN PLAY 
AROUND ALL YOU 
WANT IN THE fi 


However, YOu 
MUST NEVER | 
60 OUTSIDE! 


THOSE WORDS ARE MORE 
THAN WE DESERVE... ALL OF 
THIS... FOR KIDS LIKE US... 


WE THANK 
YOU MUCH... TOO 
DEEPLY... MUCH... 


MUCH FOR YOUR 
CONSIDERATION! 





IN CASE OF A WAR AGAINST YOUR 
ENEMIES... IF WE WEREN’T CHILDREN, WE 


COULD BE OF SOME USE, BUT... 


IT’S REGRETFUL!! 
WE'RE TERRIBLY 





| ADMIRE 
YOUR 
4 SPIRIT! 





CAN WE SLEEP § 


TOGETHER AT 
NIGHTI? 


CHIYOZ6 AND 


AZUMI-NEECHAN, y 
RIGHT!? 





fi 
pb 
s 
Y 
i 
s 
B 
Bs! 


YOU MUST AZUMI AND THE 
7 REMEMBER ij MONSTER ALWAYS 
ALLOF F NEARBY, TAKENOBU 
THEIR AND HIS GUARDS... 
Faces!! F KUNICHIYO-SAMA, 
WITH WHOM | WILL 
SEEK AN AUDIENCE 

LATER TODAY... 





HEARING A 
GOOD REPLY, }\ 
» TODAYI? 








We WANT =~ WecANDO © CreaNiNe 
TO BE THOSE THINGS THE 
SO, PLEASE, ROOMS, 
ASK Us! 6 DOING THE 





y 
Q) PULLING OUR “Qp 


qp WEIGHT. 














INSTEAD OF ME, 
KYOGOKU 
SADAMARO, ENVOY 
FROM THE IMPERIAL 
COURT AND 
KONCHIIN 
SUDEN-SAMA... 


AND EVEN SO, 
YOU SAY THAT 
YOU WILL 
NEGOTIATE WITH 
TENKAI!? 


YOU ARE GOING TO 
BELIEVE THAT 
2) _ YOUNG GIRL, 
AZUMI, AND PLACE 
YOUR TRUST IN HER 


| AM SURE THAT | 
HAVE TOLD YOU THAT 
THE RINGLEADER WHO 
SCHEMED TO 
SUPPRESS THIS FIEF 
18 NONE OTHER THAN 
TENKAI HIMSELF. 





| DECIDED THAT | WILL 
NEGOTIATE WITH HER, AS | BELIEVE IN 
THE REPRESENTATIVE OF 

HIGH PRIEST TENKAI!! 


a 7 
T-THAT’S RIGHT... WHY 
ARE YOU TRUSTING HER 

TO THAT EXTENT!? 


TO FIND A WAY FOR HIGH 
PRIEST TENKAI TO CONVINCE 
THE CABINET OFFICIALS. 





T-TAKENOBU... 
WHAT’S WRONG WITH 
YOUI?... YOU DON’T 
TELL ME THAT YOU 


THE TRUE IDENTITY OF THAT 
AZUMI... SHE IS TENKAI’S 
PROTEGE ASSASSIN!! 





THE VERY 
PERSON 
YOU 
DETEST!! 


| HAVEN'T TOLD HIM 
THAT... 
TAKENOBU-SAMA... 


SHE IS TENKAI’S 
PERSONAL 
ASSASSIN, OR 
WORSE, SHGGUN 
HIDETADA-SAmA’s. 





CARRIED OUT 
KILLINGS INSIDE 
MY FIEF AS THEY 
PLEASED. AN ACT 
THAT | WILL NOT 
FORGIVE! 


TODAY, ONCE AGAIN, 
THREE OF YOUR 
SAMURAI ATTENDANTS 
WITH THE “GENBU” 
TATTOO ENGRAVED ON 
THEIR BACKS, 


WOULD LIKE YOU 
TO CHECK 
THEIR BODIES 
AND TAKE 
CHARGE OF 
THEM!! 












































TO YOUR 


RETURN BACK ) 
Room! 











WHAT'S 
THE 
MEANING 
OF 
THISI? 






























































































































































SUDDENLY | \ | fe 
CANT SEE i 
SUZU, A Z Z a 
4 4 ) 





BE SOME 
KIND OF 
MISUNDER- 
7 STANDING!? 








! 
SS 


Z KUNICHIYO-SAMA, 
TOMORROW, YOU = | AM TERRIBLY 
WILL BE ABLE TO ql 


a 4 SORRY. | HAD 
MEET THEM AS) S \ URGENT BUSINESS 


WITH BOTH SuzU 

AND AZUMI AND | 

COULD NOT SPARE 
THEM. 


YOU REQUEST!! 





























HAS BEEN 
$0 LONG! 



































iT So. CHIYOZ6 AND 


AZUMI- 
SLEEPING 
WiTd ug.) NEECHAN WILL 


RISK THEIR 
LIVES 
FIGHTING 
FROM NOW 





ONI! I'VE TOLD You 
TIME COMES MANY, MANY TIMES... 
ITLL Be Too | J CHIYOZ6 AND AZUMI, 
EVENTUALLY, WILL 
LEAVE HERE! 


TA 


Do you cet jamammalUl 
































psy 





ag rat 











IF KUNICHIYO-SAMA CAN OnLy Be TENKAI’S PLAN 
WERE TO LOSE HIS LIFE, SUCCESSFUL TO RESCUE 
TENKAI WOULD HAVE TO WHILE HE IS KUNICHIYO- 
BEAR RESPONSIBILITY ALIVE. tl SAMA 
FOR IT. 


AS IT WOULD ALSO E $0... RESCUING HOWEVER... WE 
BE IF HE LOST HIS : KUNICHIYO- MAINLY WANT TO 


LIFE DURING THE SAMA WOULD OUTWIT HIM AND 


CONFUSION. 


BE FINE. SEE HIM LOSE HIS 
{ a STANDING, 


IN OTHER WORDS, 
WE CAN ACT 
AUDACIOUSLY WHILE 
HAVING QUITE THE 
FUN! 





WITHOUT A THAT HE SHOULD NATURALLY... IN THE 
pousT HE ¥ To poy ve ond AS IM- "LETTER WE GAVE HIM... 
WILL WANT | MEET PORTANT) == WE HAVE WRITTEN 
TO SEE US | WITH , ENSURE HIS SAFE THAT TENKAI WANTS 
us. RETURN, HE TAKECHIYO-SAMA AS 


SHOULD STRONGLY 
DEMAND 


THE THIRD SHOGUN, 
THEREFORE HE 


PROBABLY DOES NOT 
REGARD KUNICHIYO- 
SAMA’S LIFE 


V 


| WILL ASK TO USE oy AT THE | Sano rrossety TAKENOBLI 
A ROOM, TO TALK a SAME ARRANGE FOR WILL BE 


PRIVATELY WITH 
AZUMI, WITHOUT 
TAKENOBL’S 
INTERFERENCE, 


MEN TO BE 
AROUND. 


TIME, SOME SKILLED VIGILANT 


FIRST, YOU 
THREE WILL 
MEET 
KUNICHIYO- 
SAMA. 





| DID NOT 


TAKENOBU ORESEE... 


BEING 
TRICKED AND 
MANIPULATED 
By AZUMI TO 

SUCH AN 
EXTENT... 


IN THE END, 
SHE HAS 
BECOME OUR 
MAJOR 
OBSTACLE. 


THE PLAN 
TO MAKE 
THAT 
HAPPEN... 


SO | ABSOLUTELY 
MUST DISPOSE OF 
HER THERE AND 
THEN!! 





| COULD 
INSIST 
THAT WE 
TALK IN 
PRIVATE 


Leave UW | COULD 


THEM HAVE 
cas | HER 


WELL... THIS WOULD 
MAKE TAKENOBU 
SUSPICIOUS AND HE 
, WOULD NOT PERMIT IT, 


AND THE OTHER 
MAN TOO, A 
VASSAL WHO. 
SEEMS VERY 


) SKILLED... IF SHE 


BRINGS EITHER 
OF THEM 





THERE IS 
THAT 
MONSTER 
ALWAYS BY 
HER SIDE. 


| ON THE OTHER \ 


HAND... IF | 
HAVE TEN 
SAMURAI 

ATTENDANTS 


AZUMI HAS SO MUCH 


[WILL TELL 
TAKENOBU 
PRIDE IN HER SKILLS 
TO ALLOW SNPETEN 
CONCEITED. 


AZUMI AND 


THE REMAINING 
SIX WILL LEAVE 


J 
\\Y AND SIT Y 
| UNARMED. 








| WILL SAY THAT 
ae AZUMI COULD TRY 
TO KILL ME... 
as 


THEM 


IT WOULD RAISE 
HIS SUSPICIONS. 


EVEN IF WE ARE 
UNARMED WE MAY 
BE SEARCHED TO 
CHECK FOR HIDDEN 


IF WE SAY 
THAT WE 


H CONSENT TO 


ALL OUR MEN 
GOING 


TAKENOBU MUST 
BELIEVE THAT WE 
SINCERELY WANT TO 
TALK TO AZUMI IN 





AZUMI HAS 
ABSOLUTE 
FOUR AND THE REST 
WILL BE UNARMED. 

















FORMATION 
LIKE THIS... 





b/ YOU ALL 
MUST 
STRIKE 

AT ONCE!! 














THE TIPS OF 
THESE ARE 
COVERED IN 


WHAT'S MORE 
THEY'LL NEVER 
FIND THESE 


THEIR VITALS 
ARE MISSED { 
A THEY WILL 


SHOULDN'T WE 
BE THE ONES 


| HAVE A MOUNTAIN OF 
OTHER THINGS THAT | 
WANT YOU TO DO WORKING 
HARD FOR Me!! 





THE OUTSIDE OF 


KUNICHIYO’S AUDIENCE 
ROOM IS FLANKED BY 
BAKIN AND OTHER SKILLED 








’ yy ON VW 
Y | THOUGHT WW serine ¥ |, FOR THE 
Use A ROOM [1 WOULD = EACH Tar Tuis issue’ _VAPERIAL 
SOMEWHERE, (7 LIKE YOU |"! OTH-| mayBe... } BETWEEN COURT, AND 
$0 THAT Azumi || TO LET | | ERI?) suoULDN’T THE ) AZUMI, FOR 
B We jf caBineT THE 
CONSULT AND YOUR@ SHOGUNATE, 
FIEF. ARE ON 
OPPOSING 





| WANT TO KNOW 
THE REAL MOTIVES ||. LIKE THAT TOO. 
OF KY6GOKU- y i ih 


THEN, | WILL 
FIND YOU A 





LET YOUR 
ATTENDANTS 
WAIT 
OUTSIDE! 


AZUMI IS TENKAI’S BEST < TAKENOBU-DONO... 

ASSASSIN. | WOULD FEEL ‘ a | DO NOT WANT TO 
UNEASY IF | COULD NOT BE BE KILLED BY 
DEFENDED BY AT LEAST THIS 





TWO AGAINST TEN!? 


| CAN'T 
ALLOW THIS 
OED AZUMI WON'T KILL YOU, 
TO BE HELD N 
UNDER THESE KY6GOKU-SAMA, IT’S 
CONDITIONS. YOUR SIDE WHO WOULD 
WANT TO KILL HER. 


THEN... | WILL 


aay (NAEAED, i HAVE NO LESS 
LEAVING THEIR | Z) THAN FOUR 
LONG AND SHORT ( - Fi MEN By My 
SWORDS OUTSIDE... = SIDE WEARING 
WHAT DO YOU SAY 
TO THAT!? 


EVEN UNARMED, MY 
ATTENDANTS CAN 
ACT AS HUMAN 
SHIELDS TO 
PROTECT ME. 

















IN THAT CASE, 
THEY COULD aa 
HAVE SOME 

CONCEALED 
WEAPONS 








/ SHURIKEN, KLINAL.. 
THROWING NEEDLES, 


hi) SPITTING NEEDLES... 




















IF THAT WAS THE CASE, | 
COULD MOVE FASTER THAN 
THEM AND JUMP AT 
) KYOGOKU ... | COULD AVOID 
THEIR ATTACKS, BUT... 





BECAUSE | CAN MOVE 
MY BODY $0 QUICKLY, | 
CAN EASILY AVOID 
THROWING WEAPONS. 


CHIYOZ6’S STRENGTH LIES 

IN HIS ABILITY TO SWING 

THAT LONG SWORD AT AN 
INCREDIBLE SPEED... 


DOESN'T MOVE 
HIS BODY THAT 


AND CHIYOZ6 CAN’T 
HEAR. HE COULDN'T 
DODGE SOMETHING 
THROWN FROM BEHIND 
HIM... 

















WAIT & 
HEREL! 


. 
' 
‘ 
‘ 

. 





BUT YOU ARE 
ALL SITTING IN 
A CIRCLE 
SURROUNDING 
Mel? 


WE WILL BE 
WAITING 


EVERYONE... YOU 
ARE SUPPOSEDLY 
PROTECTING 
KY6GOKU-SAMA 
BY SHIELDING 





YOU COULD No, NO, 
hired THE HECK IS HE HAVE SINCE YOU 
f l f SAYING... THEY FOUND IT ARE A 
REALLY HAVE DIFFICULT WOMAN, | 
SURROUNDED ME. |} TO SPEAK THOUGHT 
DO THEY PLAN TO | |OPENLY, SO Z THAT YOU 
KILL ME USING THIS WAS * MAY FIND IT 
THROWING INTIMIDATING 





COME NOW, | 
WANT TO BEGIN 
SOUNDING EACH a 

OTHER OUT. 









































IF CHIYOZ6 WERE 
WITH ME, | COULD 
AVOID THEM BUT | 
COULDN'T PROPERLY 
COVER HIM AT THE 


SAME TIME... 








¢ 


ES 
gs& 
ers 
x Ss 





HE CAN'T HEAR... EVEN IF HE 
STAYS NEAR YOU, AZUMI, HE WILL 
NOT BE A HINDRANCE TO US. 


CHIYOZ6... WHAT'S 
WRONG!? DOES HE 
FEEL THAT I'M IN 
SOME KIND OF 
DANGER!? HE IS 
STUBBORNLY 
REFUSING TO 
LEAVE ME... 


BUT CHIYOZ6, IF YOU 
STAY, YOU'LL BE 
THE ONE IN 
DANGER!! 





A GOOD PLAN 
TO RESCUE 
KUNICHIYO- 





TURN THE TABLES ON 
TAKENOBU, NICELY 
DECEIVING HIM AND HIS 


MEN WITH THE PLAN | Ki 


HAVE COME UP WITHI! 


THE TRUTH 
Is, | HAVE 
HAD A 
GOOD IDEA, 


BEGIN!! 


FORGET THAT 
YOU AND | ARE 
ENEMIES TRYING 
TO KILL EACH 
















































































































a CHAPTER 6G: 
PNORUGEWKEOUS MAN 












































































































































































DOING THAT... 
W-WOULDN’T IT 
BE BAD TO PUT 
US OPENLY 
AGAINST 
TAKENOBU... ? 




























































































BECAUSE YOU 
AND | ARE 


ENEMIES, 





psa youwne \Z 
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A | AT 
Ay 3 NA 
/ Ba un TANAAAL! 
} GIVE ME 


ie w-war . 
7 sr » BACK THE 
DK A KATANAAAL! 
Ca 








CHIYOZO, 
STOP!! 
































\\\ eee 





8 
s \ {You DODGED ALL 
<< Wel 2 THE KUNAI THEY 
2 P000Nel! ) THREW, RIGHTIP 
) < CHIYOZO, YOURE 
5 / @REATI 
J 


DAMN KYOGOKU, 
> HE REALLY 
ATTACKED AZUMI, 


| THERE SEEMS 

TO BE SOME 
KIND OF 

COMMOTION 





RETURN TO THE TEMPLE, 
AND TEND TO YOUR 
BURIALS, THEN LEAVE 
THIS FIEF FIRST THING IN 
THE MORNING!! 


| HAVE DECIDED THAT 
MY FIEF WILL ONLY 
NEGOTIATE WITH HIGH 
PRIEST TENKAI 
THROUGH AZUMI!! 


FROM HERE ON, | 
WON'T EVER NEGOTIATE 
WITH THE IMPERIAL 
COURT WHO SENT YOU, 
KYOGOKU-SAMA, OR 
WITH KONCHIIN 
SUDEN-SAMA!! 








NAVs 5 eee, s a gan ie” 
SEDUCED BY Aes 





BY THE SENT EXOTIC WHITE HAS BEEN chy SEE THAT A 
CAPITAL!! HERE BODY OF EASILY COUNTRY 
D) FOREIGN )) AND COM BUMPKIN 
6 ANCESTRY ‘s 4 PLETELY ( DAIMYO 






9 HOHOHO 
HO HO, 






/ IN CASE YOUR KYOGOKU-SAMA, 












| LEAVING HAS BEEN s TOMORROW 
DELAYED AND YOU ) MORNING I'LL. 
ARE STILL LOITERING \ 7, 2 SEND TWO 
IN THE TEMPLE. IF | THOUSAND 
FIND THAT IS THE SOLDIERS TO 
CASE | INTEND TO 


WAGE AN ATTACK!! 





CONFIDENCE 
COMING 
FROMI? 


WHAT KIND OF 
TRICK HAS 


AZUMI DECEIVED 


HIM WITHI? 





IF AZUMI’S PLAN 
SUCCEEDS AND 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA IS 
RETURNED UNDER 
TENKAI’S PROTECTION 


MATTER AND IF SHE 
WERE KILLS 
SETTLED 
LIKE THIS... 


ONCE AGAIN MY 
PREVENT THIS: KONCHIIN 
NO MATTER SUDEN-SAMA 
THE COST... bee WOULD END UP 









CAUSE YOUR 
TRUST NOBLE PERSON 
IN A DISGRACE!! 
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THE TRADE WITH 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
ENRICHES OUR OWN. 

WE ABSORB MANY 

NEW IDEAS AND 

CULTURES. 





BECAUSE HE 
FEARS THE 
DAIMYO GAINING 


WEALTH AND 





Exists 
THANKS TO 
INTERACTION {a 


FOREIGNERS. 





AND | HAVE NO 
INTENTION OF 
STOPPING IT... 


THEREFORE, | 
CAN’T LET 
KUNICHIYO- 


ACCEPTING THE 
INSPECTION, 
HIDING EVIDENCE 
OF SECRET 
TRADING WILL BE 
S, IMPOSSIBLE... 


WANT TO 
LET GO OF 
YOU 
EITHER, 
AZUMI 





CHAPTER 7 
DESPERATE 
DEFENCE 





INTO SMALLER 
GROUPS AND 
| CAN ONLY Dispersed 
ASSUME ACROSS 
THAT OTHER 
THEY'VE ts | 


| DIDN'T 
HAVE 
ENOUGH 
MEN TO 
FOLLOW 
THEM ALL... 


PROBABLY 
THE 
TEMPLES OF 
THE 
KONCHIIN 
SODEN 





BECAUSE OF 
THAT, IT’S HARD 
TO TELL HOW 


BUT IT 
COULD 
BE... 
OVER A 


HUNDRED. & 


THERE IS 
NO USE 
TRYING TO 
EXCUSE... 


THE 
FAULT... 
IS MINE... 


YES... ABOUT THAT... THERE 
WERE SOME DISGLIISED AS 
COURT NOBLES, SOME AS 
MONKS, SOME OTHERS AS 
LOCAL FARMERS AND THEY 
MOVED AROUND 
INDEPENDENTLY... 


WHATI? 
A HUNDREDI? 


ARE YOU SAYING 
THAT SUCH A LARGE} 
NUMBER OF MEN 
INFILTRATED AND 
YOU DIDN’T EVEN 
NOTICE!? 





WAY BEFORE THE 
GROUP CAME AS 
ENVOYS FOR THE 
IMPERIAL COURT, 
THEIR COMRADES 
WERE INFILTRATING 
|] | OVER A LONG PERIOD 
DISGUISED AS 
TRAVELLING 
MERCHANTS OR 
MONKS 





| THEN... CAN THE 
MATTER WITH 
THE SHOGUNATE 
BE SETTLED 
WITHOUT A 
WARI?: 


WHO WOULD HAVE 
THOUGHT THAT 
THAT YOUNG GIRL, 
AZUMI, WAS AN 
ENVOY ACTING ON 
BEHALF OF THE 
SHOGUNATE... 


IT SEEMS THAT 
SHE CAME HERE 
IN ORDER TO 
AVOID A 
REVOLT. 





FATHER... WILL 
THIS END 
WITHOUT OUR 
FIEF BEING 
DESTROYED!? 





YOU'LL ALWAYS HAVE A ) 
ROOF OVER YOUR 
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Be 
GRATEFUL!! 
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Ye Ui 
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E-EVEN THE 


SMALL 
CHILDREN... 


WERE 
BRUTALLY 
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IF THE VASSALS 
WISH TO PROTECT 


THEIR FAMILIES, 
THEY CAN'T 
REPORT FOR DUTY 
AT THE CASTLE. 


AND $0 THEIR 
ULTERIOR MOTIVE 
WOULD BE TO RAID || THAT THIS 
THE CASTLE AND 


TAKE 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA 
BACK!! 





AY’ tl} 1 ll 
“ UE Berore THAT cAN Ql! 
O00H AY staucuTer ae HAPPEN, WE'LL SEND q 











SOLDIERS TO THE 
TEMPLES WHERE 
THEY TOOK REFUGE 


IF WE CORNERED 
THEM THEY WOULD 
INVOLVE MANY 
TOWNSFOLK WITHOUT 
BATTING AN EYELID. 
WE MUSTN’T ALLOW 
SUCH A THING. 


WE MUST TAKE ,. 
REVENGE FOR 

THE INJUSTICES 
THEY'VE DONE!! 


THEY'RE BEASTS 
THAT KILL WITH 
NO MERCY... 
EVEN WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN... 


We’LL As IF IT 
OVERWHELM WERE THE 
THEM WITH OUR TIME TO 
GREAT MILITARY 
POWER!! 





WE MUSTN'T 
| IT’S OUR DUTY AS 4 4 pee vers 
WARRIORS... TO COME UP j % hore 
WITH STRATEGIES THAT ee me 
DON'T MAKE VICTIMS OF \ \ R 
THOSE WHO CAN'T 27) a CHILDREN AND 
THE COMMON 


HW 
Fier: PEOPLE... 





and) 


= 





THOSE GUYS ARE STILL 
GOING TO KILL THOSE TAENOB 
FAMILIES WHERE THE HEAD (2 cal ve Dole 


IS NOT AT HOME!! 





WILL RETURN 
HOME 
IMMEDIATELY 





i nity : 


vecwep to “DS 1 
Dorr THis & id, HAVE 
WAY!! $ 






































BECAUSE YOU 





cD AND EVERY HOME. &) 
: x Oi 
SS mya / 


WE'LL DELIVER 
THEM FROM THE 
CASTLE TO EACH 














F{S5 WILL BE DOING 


YOUR UTMOST TO « 
a 


PROTECT YOUR 


FAMILIES /f 


RIFLES, ZS 
AMMUNITION... op 
EVEN BOWS 
AND ARROWS, 









NEIGHBOUR 
TO 
NEIGHBOUR 


WHAT'S MORE, HOW 
WILL YOU DEFEND 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA!? HE 
IS AFTER ALL THE 
ENEMIES OBJECTIVE... 



























































THE INSIDE OF 
THE CASTLE WILL 
BE COMPLETELY... 




















RIGHT!! WE... 
WILL DEFEND 
THE CASTLE/! 

















THEY AIM TO TAKE 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA BACK 
BY HAVING THE INSIDE 
OF THE CASTLE SHORT 
HANDED... AS IF WE'D 

LET THINGS GO THE WAY 
THAT DAMN KY6GOKU 
EXPECTS!! 





! # THEY | DON’T THINK 
TO UANTAGe I ; WP NUMBER THAT OUR ENEMY 
, MORE HAVE CANNONS 
OR RIFLES WITH 
THEM... 






























































== Ee out 7 


OUR ENEMIES 
ARE HEARTLESS 
BEASTS WHO 
CAN KILL WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN 
WITHOUT 
FLINCHING!! 
















DEFEND THEM 2 


WITH ALL YOU 2 





HAVE UNTIL THE 





CHIYOZO AND | 


my) WILL HELP YOU 


TO THE BEST 
OF OUR 


Wy ABILITIES. 
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